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DECISION No. 3/03 
ACTION PLAN ON IMPROVING THE SITUATION 
OF ROMA AND SINTI WITHIN THE OSCE AREA 

 
 The Ministerial Council, 
 
 Committed to respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without 
adverse distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status , 
 
 Supporting the adoption and implementation of comprehensive anti-
discrimination legislation to promote full equality of opportunities for all, 
 
 Recognizing the particular difficulties faced by Roma and Sinti people and the 
need to undertake effective measures in order to eradicate discrimination against them 
and to bring about equality of opportunities, consistent with OSCE commitments, 
 
 Recognizing that progress has been achieved in national legislation and in 
programmes for action and that substantial efforts have been undertaken by the 
participating States to this end, 
 
 Aware at the same time that resolute action is still required to improve the 
situation of the Roma and Sinti population across the OSCE region, 
 
 Noting the rich cultural, linguistic and historical diversity among Roma and Sinti 
people within the OSCE area, as well as the diversity of national structures and traditions 
in the OSCE area, 
 
 Noting the outcome of important recent governmental and non-governmental 
conferences and initiatives on Roma and Sinti in Europe, including, inter alia , the 
launching of a Decade of Roma Inclusion and the possible creation of a European Forum 
for Roma and Travellers, 
 
 Convinced that Roma and Sinti populations should have an ever-increasing 
degree of ownership of the policies focusing on them, 
 



 Decides to endorse the Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti 
within the OSCE Area, adopted by the Permanent Council in its Decision No. 566 on 
27 November 2003, and annexed to this Decision. 
 


