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Your Sxcellency,

At the Informal NTA Council of 15 July, Commissivner Ma!mstrin infurmed Memher States
thal 11 13 neeessary 1o receive additional fipul from them to finalise its evaluation repart on the
Data Retention Directive,

Wilhout this additional information it will be difficuli for the Commission 1o adequately
demonstraie that the Dircclive is usetul and gives a clear securite 2dded value and thas it
atrikes the right balance belween real law cnfircement nterests, the cosis that 1he market has
1o neur to provide the data and the sizeable impact that the retention of data has on he
mrivacy of cilizens.

The Commission wishes 1o be in a pogition 10 show citizens how retained data ars used in
practice and whal their concrete iinpacl was on law enforcement operatinng. Thig information
vun only be provided by the national police and justice autharities.

The statistics that Member States have provided so far show that retzined data are reguested
millions of timas per year across the EU, bt not whether and it so how these data have led to
law entorecmenl results.

Henee, the Commission wanld kindiy ask Member Sisdes 10 gve infuommalion, bolh
quarttitative as well 28 qualitaive since the beginning of this year on

{L} cenvictions,

{Z} acquiitals,

(3} vases closed/diseontimaed, or
{4} evimes prevented

in_as far gs daca retained under the Data Betention Directive played a deiermining role, with
a0 mndication of the gumber aed tvpe’ of vetained daga accessed and uscd.

Idr T.XABL D¢ Braijn
Permenent Representative of The Netherlands tn the Furapean 1mion

Avenue de Cortenbergh, 4 - 10
10&0, Brussels
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Membaer States are alse kindly asked to deseribe some imporiknt cases amongst those that e
reperted and explain the role that retained dala have played.

The Conumission has sugeesicd 1o the Presidency to dizcuss this fssue direcily alier the
surnmmer nolidayz in the sppropriate Couneil Working fwoup and would therefore appreciate to
have answers until the first week of Septeanher.

Wours farthifully, )
WAL
Slefany Manseryvisi



