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Dear Dr. Liu, 

 

The Netherlands would hereby, as replacement of attachment C, like to notify 

differences to Annex 16, Volume IV.  

 

General points  

The Union and its Member States are a strong supporter of ICAO´s efforts to put a 

global market-based measure for international aviation globally into effect to 

contribute to tackling climate change.  

 

The Netherlands fully supports the efforts undertaken within ICAO in order to 

make CORSIA operational as soon as possible. In accordance with Directive 

2003/87/EC, Europe is in the process of translating CORSIA Monitoring, Reporting 

and Verification (MRV) requirements into Union legal acts with expected entry into 

force by January 2019. The time limit within which possible differences have to be 

notified according to ICAO State Letter AN 1/17.14 – 18/78 is too short for any 

adaptations of the Union law to be adopted by the Union within that limit.  

 

At this stage, certain differences exist between Directive 2003/87/EC and detailed 

rules adopted by the Commission, on the one hand, and CORSIA on the other 

hand. This applies both to MRV requirements and to offsetting requirements.  

In respect of both, the scope of application of Directive 2003/87/EC as it currently 

stands shall be recalled. The Directive applies irrespective of the nationality of the 

aeroplane operator and in principle covers flights which depart from or arrive in an 

aerodrome situated in the territory of a Member State to which the Treaty applies. 

Directive 2003/87/EC applies without distinction to flights within and between 

Member States and/or EEA countries. 

 

MRV requirements  

MRV requirements set out in the CORSIA are to become applicable as from 1 

January 2019.  

 

The rules of the European Union applicable in this field on 1 December 2018 are 

mainly contained in Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 13 October 2003 establishing a system for greenhouse gas emission 
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allowance trading within the Union. That Directive is the legal basis for the 

detailed provisions in the matter, contained in Commission Regulation (EU) No 

600/2012 of 21 June 2012 on the verification of greenhouse gas emission reports 

and tonne-kilometre reports and the accreditation of verifiers pursuant to Directive 

2003/87/EC and in Commission Regulation (EU) No 601/2012 of 21 June 2012 on 

the monitoring and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions pursuant to Directive 

2003/87/EC.  

 

It should be noted that the European Commission is currently in the process of 

adopting regulations that are expected to remove, subject to the General points 

set out above, differences with the CORSIA Monitoring Reporting Verification 

requirements of the First Edition of Annex 16, Volume IV, with an expected entry 

into force before 1 January 2019.  

 

Offsetting requirements  

As regards offsetting, it is noted that the corresponding requirements contained in 

CORSIA will apply only at a later stage and that Union law may meanwhile be 

amended in light of CORSIA.  

 

As result, it is not necessary to address the current offsetting requirements under 

Union law beyond the General points set out above. 

 

Trusting that I have informed you sufficiently, I remain. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 

THE MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND WATER MANAGEMENT, 

  

 

 

 

drs. C. van Nieuwenhuizen Wijbenga 


